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NECC’s “Digital Film- 
making” class (ART 
152) will be casting 
actors for upcoming 
student films. All are 
welcome to submit a 
headshot/photo with 
contact information to 
Mr. Jeff Palmer, In- 
structor of Video and 
Filmmaking email: 
jpalmer@necc.mass.edu 
Subject: SHORT FILM 
CASTING. Classes are 
T/Th 1:00-2:40 in B312. 
You’re welcome to stop 
by and say hi. 


Meet local artist and 
youth film maker, Mar- 
quis Victor of Elavated 
Thought on Tuesday 
Noy. 14 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
in Lecture Hall A on the 
Haverhill campus. 


FREE research paper 
workshop Nov. 13 from 
12:30 - 1:30 in room C 
107 on the Haverhill 
campus. 

Nov. 9 on the Lawrence 
campus in room LRW 
324 from 12:30 - 1:30 
p.m. 


Travel to Italy this sum- 
mer in June from the 
2nd to the 22nd! Earn 
6-10 credits while parti- 
capating in an amazing 
oppurtunity. For more 
info email everyone@ 
necc.mass.edu 
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story of success 


Photo by Emily Zinsmeister 
Sondra Celli and her models pose for a photo with Jean Poth and Geraldine Murphy 


Sondra Celli shares strories from her career as a designer and 


star on TLCS reality series, 


By Emmy ZINSMEISTER 
Features Editor 


Renowned fashion designer 
and Massachusetts native, Sondra 
Celli, was the special guest of the 
Women of NECC’s annual fall 
membership tea on Wednesday, 
October 25th in the Hartleb Tech- 
nology Center. 

The event featured lunch and 
refreshments, an introductory wel- 
come by President of the Women 
of NECC, Geraldine Murphy, a 
short video presentation, a Q & 
A with Sondra Celli during which 
two models showcased various de- 
signs by both Celli and her mother 
Yolanda Cellucci, local celebrity 
and fashion icon, and two separate 
raffles. Cellucci, whose began 
her career in 1967 by selling wigs 
and not long after, opened a brid- 
al boutique in Waltham that grew 
into a thriving fashion enterprise 
with over four decades of success, 
was scheduled to join her daugh- 
ter at the event, but was unable to 
make it due to a family emergency. 
Celli, who is best known for her 
crystal couture designs, discussed 
her professional journey and suc- 
cess and how it earned her the 
nickname, the “Queen of Bling” 
and led her to TLC’s hit show “My 


Big Fat Gypsy Wed- 
ding.” 


Although her moth- Pes 


er’s career and success 
in the fashion definitely 
provided a foundation 
for her own interest in 
the industry, Celli cred- 


its her maternal grand- 


mother for initiating 
that spark and inspiring 
her to be a designer. 

“Well, my mom’s 
mom could sew,” Celli 
explained. “She could 
not read English, and 
so pretty much I was 
trained by her because 
my mom was starting 
to run a business and in 
those days my grand- 
mother didn’t drive so 
she babysat me...and I 
used to say, “But I have 
a pattern’, and she’d 
say, ‘Honey, look at it 
and make it.’ She didn’t 
want to say to me she 
couldn’t read the pat- 
tern. And I learned, and 
I learned, and I learned, 
little by little, to look at 
it and make it.” 

*Story continues on 
page eight 


“My Big Fat Gypsy ence 
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Customized gown created by Sondra 
Celli 
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The Queen of Bling shares 


Effective Nov. 1 the 
campus will be enforc- 
ing students, faculty and 
staff to purchase a park- 
ing decal; they can be 
found at www.permit- 
sales.net/NECC 


NECC Knights will be 
honoring veterans Nov. 
ii at 1 p.m. in the Sports 
and fitness center in a 
basketball game against 
Massasoit Community 
College. 


Hear ye! Hear ye! A 
NECC Christmas Carol 
tradition returns. Re- 
hersals begin the week of 
Nov. 13. 


Last chance to volun- 
teer for the rewarding 
experience at the Cor 
Unum Meal center on 
Nov. 13 from 4 - 7 p.m. 
For more info email col- 
lege@necc.mass.edu. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 
room C-112(b) 
978.556.3689 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 
978.655.5939 
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Failing, and what comes after 


Failing is good for you, 
whether you know it or not. 


By Travis BARRETT 


Co-Editor-in-Chief/Sports Editor 


Failing is an integral part of 
life that we can’t run away from, 
but it’s never the end. I know, 
that’s a pretty depressing way 
to start this editorial off, but it’s 
true. For a lot of us, college can 
be that hard bump in the road 
where we have to see ourselves 
fail before we succeed. 

For me I went to a four year 
school right after high school, 
I graduated in 2011. I attended 
Framingham State University as 
a business major because I didn’t 
know what else to do. That was 
one of many mistakes I would 
come to make. I wasn’t ready to 
be away from home and I wasn’t 
even close to being able to handle 
things on my own. 

High school wasn’t the worst, 
I was a pretty average student to 


say the least. I figured 
I’d get to college and 
do my work and grad- 
uate. That isn’t what 
happened. 
I started socializing too 
much, drinking too much 
and living the typical “college 
lifestyle” too much. Before I 
knew it two years had passed and 
I was academically suspended 
and back home. It was a hum- 
bling moment for myself. 

I was the first person in my 
family to go to a four year uni- 
versity, and I was so proud about 
that. Until I was sitting in my col- 
lege dorm room alone enclosed 
with four concrete white walls 
with work piling up over my nose 
and realizing I didn’t know what I 
was doing and I felt like I had no 
one to talk to about my problems. 

I know what you’re thinking, 
“this isn’t getting any better Tra- 
vis,” but for things to get better 
they usually will get worse first. 

So after realizing the mistakes 
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I made I decided a semester off 
would be good. I got a job and 
started saving money for a car. 
My next step, (which should have 
been my first step all along) was 
to enroll here at NECC. 

If you were that person or 
feel like you are now, you’re not 
alone. I failed, but I made sure I 
was going to fix that. I didn’t tell 
you this because I want you to 
feel sad, but because everyone 
should understand that mistakes 
are a part of life no matter how 
smart you are. 

Fast forward till right now, 
I’ve graduated with an associ- 
ate’s in journalism, I’m the Co- 
editor-in-chief (and the sports ed- 
itor) for the NECC Observer on 
campus, I have five classes and I 
work full time. A few years ago 
I couldn’t have imagined being 
able to manage everything I do, 
but I wouldn’t have been able to 
do it without failing first. There is 
always a bright side, we just have 
to go and look for it but for others 


I failed, but I made sure I was going to fix it. 
Travis Barrett 


it can be more challenging. 

As of late, I’ve been cramming 
to get all my transfer information 
sent out to Umass Amherst, the 
school I will hopefully be trans- 
ferring to in the spring. For a lot 
of us though, it can be one of the 
most challenging decisions we’ve 
ever made. If you already know 
where you’re going then hats off 
to you! If you haven’t, don’t wor- 
ry about it. Don’t rush it! You will 
regret it. 

If you still don’t know where 
to go by the deadline, it’s okay, 
just breathe you'll figure it out. 

Don’t be afraid to take a se- 
mester off of school, maybe try 
and go after an internship you’ve 


always wanted to. 

Then maybe in that time span 
you will come to a conclusion for 
yourself. Whatever happens, just 
don’t force it. 

A quick word of advice, if 
you're like the past me do some- 
thing I never did and ask for heip. 
Wherever you can get it, wheth- 
er it’s your professors, friends or 
family; don’t tell yourself you 
can manage everything when you 
know deep down you're drown- 
ing. You would be surprised on 
where it could take you. We all 
have so much to learn from each 
other that we should be asking for 
more help. 


_ Roaming Reporter 


What did you do for Halloween? 


I passed out candy. 


ANTHONY PALMER 
GRAPHICS 


I passed out candy and 
went to a Halloween 


party. 
SARAH TAVITIAN 


BUSINESS 


Took my newphew 
trick or treating. 


ALEX ZAMANSKY 
LIBERAL ARTS 


I partied and ate candy. 


AISHLYNN CARMONA 
DEAF STUDIES 


Went to a Halloween 
party. 
ERNEST Ewusi 
RADIOLOGY 


I dressed up as a 
unicorn and passed out 
candy. 

SHANI HUGHES 


COMMUNICATIONS 
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Choosing a major you love 


Scarlet Melo shares her 
story of how she found 
her passion 


By ScaRLET MELO 


Correspondent 

From an early age, we begin 
to show what our interests are. 
Whether it’s the arts, scierice, 
writing, or mathematics. We usu- 
ally show interests in whatever 
field at an early age. 

From the moment we enter 
high school we begin a new jour- 
ney. This journey will lead us to 
our career paths in the future. 

Something happens in these 
high school years that change the 
way we think about our futures. 
We no longer want to pursue our 
dreams, but get in touch with re- 
ality. We need a stable job, with 
stable income. 

All my life, I was never much 
into school. I always knew that I 
was smart and I was capable of 
learning many things as long as I 
put my mind into it. 

But no matter what I did I 
couldn’t find interests in whatev- 
er I was studying. 

When I was in high school, I 
was not one to take AP classes, I 
was always behind in math. And 
my grades in any science area 
were barely passing. 

But I did know one thing; I 
was-a good musician, and a very 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Correspondent 

In the age of social media, why 
become a journalist? The answer 
is simple: make a career out of 
learning. I have been bookish my 
entire life, and love delving into 
different topics and experiences, 
and until now, these experiences 
have largely been only through 
the medium of print. 

But I am possessed by a hun- 
ger to know more, to understand 
more. I want to be on the ground 
at historic events, to talk to im- 
pactful individuals and to learn 
what I can from it all. A modern 
journalist’s primary goal must not 
be only to give information but to 
take it in, and to distill experience 
into text and make the insight I 
have gained available to my au- 
dience. 

In this world it is so easy to 
become disillusioned, to become 
apathetic and sink into helpless- 
ness. 

But the Apple does not grow 
at the base of the Tree, and great- 
ness is not found on the low road. 
My words shall be a rallying 
point for the strong, the self-built, 


good writer. But according to my 
guidance counselors, this wasn’t 
going to be enough to get me into 
a good college. My grades in any 
art class did not affect my gpa. 

I became confused. I no lon- 
ger knew what I wanted to do, 
mostly because these types of ca- 
reers, such as arts and writing, are 
looked down upon. 

By the time I graduated high 
school, I was not enrolled in 
college. I was not interested in 
studying anything other than mu- 
sic, art, or writing. And since that 
was not good enough, I went a 
whole year without school. 

It wasn’t until the Summer of 
2014 when I decided to go to cu- 
linary school. 

I liked to cook and culinary 
school was a beautiful art. I was 
never into it before, but maybe 
after taking the classes, I could 
fall in love with this career. 

10 months and 18,000 dollars 
later, I was not happy. I liked it, it 
was nice. But it wasn’t something 
I loved. Again I found myself 
lost. I couldn’t find something 
worth studying for. 

I decided to check out North- 
ern Essex and see what kind of 
majors they have to offer. Instead 
of looking for a major I loved, I 
decided to search what majors 
can potentially make me more 
money. 

I stumbled upon radiology and 


Why journalism? 


the independent and fierce. 

I hold the potential to help 
make heroes of common men and 
women, and I would never for- 
give myself if I did not take full 
advantage of it. 

The Internet is a beautiful and 
terrible thing because every side 
of every argument is already rep- 
resented. 

If my goal as a journalist is to 
“win hearts and minds” and sway 
people to a particular belief or 
idea, I’ve already failed. But if 
the goal is to learn, to grow and 
gain valuable wisdom, and then 
share it for those that read my 
work, I can develop a loyal base, 
with whom I can have interest- 
ing and challenging discussions, 
which create more to write about, 
ad infinium. 

My hands are not trained to 
work wood, or metal. Though 
someday I will master these as 
well, my calling is that of the 
wordsmith. 

The English language is my 
asset and muse, and with it I will 
forge stories of glory and over- 
coming that will lift the spirits of 
the beleaguered, and inspire the 


My words shall be a rallying poing for the 
strong, the self-built, the independent and 
the fierce. 

- Brennan Cooney 


—— 


decided that I could learn to love 
this too. 

It wasn’t until my 2nd anato- 
my class that I realized I had no 
idea what I’m doing, I’m not go- 
ing to remember any of this and 
I can potentially kill someone if 
this career path goes too far. 

I then decided to go for com- 
munications, and I suddenly be- 
came a lot happier. When I start- 
ed becoming interested in all my 
classes I learned a lot about my- 
self. 

One of the biggest things that 
I have learned so far in college is 
that a certain major may not be 
right for everyone, but the thing 
that makes college different from 
high school is that you get to find 
what is right for you and there are 
plenty of areas to choose from. 

Its important that you find the 
right major and a major that you 
are really interested in. Many 
people will choose a major not 
because they want to study it, but 
because it seems promising in the 
long run. 

I was recently talking to my 
stepfather, I realized that I’ve 
never asked him what his in- 
terests are, I asked him what he 
studied in college and if that has 
made him happy. He told me he 
studied business management, 
and yes he is happy because it has 
gotten him to where he is today. 

I asked him if he would have 


ambitious to higher summits. 

How can I find work as a jour- 
nalist? I ask “How could I not?” 
There are stories abounding of 
self-made individuals facing bru- 
tal odds, and overcoming to build 
their life into what they want it to 
be. 

If you haven’t heard these sto- 
ries, it’s because they are not be- 
ing told! It is not profitable to tell 
people they CAN rebuild them- 
selves, it is profitable to tell them 
if they only buy this or that or the 
other thing, they will be happy. 

But I am not driven by prof- 
it, I am not motivated by views, 
status or wealth. I am out to save 
people from themselves, and help 
the next Michelangelo pick up 
the chisel, the next Leonardo to 
sketch his masterpiece, and to in- 
spire the next Yoyo Ma to grab a 
cello! 

As a journalist I will sit across 
from people from every walk of 
life, and see their world, through 
their eyes. I will become an ex- 
plorer in a world with no “lost 
lands” left. 

I firmly believe that the human 
experience, not space, is the final 
frontier because as long as there 
are new people, there are new 
lives being lived and new ideas 
being had and new, valuable sto- 
ries to be shared. 

Want to help me get a head 
start? Find something you love to 
do, and get cracking. Become the 
best whatever there ever was! 


chosen a different major, his re- 
sponse was yes. He would have 
liked to study aviation and be- 
come a pilot. He then wemt on 
to tell me that when he spoke to 
his father about his dreams of 
becoming a pilot, his father said 
it was not worth it and studying 
business would be better in the 
long run. But if he could go back 
in time, he’d be a pilot. 

As I spoke to him about this I 
saw the look in his eyes, I knew 
he was upset about not.changing 
his major in time, and I knew that 
I didn’t want that for myself. 

Being unhappy with the major 
you have chosen later on in your 
life is not uncommon. I recently 
did a poll on twitter asking every- 
one if they could go back in time, 
would they change their major, 
and 82% of the people who voted 
said that they would change their 
major. 

This is is a big deal, if 82% of 
these people are unhappy with 
the choices they have made, this 
goes to show that perhaps going 
against the major you love is not 
a good idea. 

About 80% of college students 
change their major at least once. 
Being pressured to choose a ma- 
jor in college fresh out of high 
school, people usually choose the 
wrong major and end up not lik- 
ing what they have chosen 

Many students start to feel de- 


Recruiters 


Should NECC have 
military recruiters 


on campus? 
By JoHN SORAGHAN 
Correspondent 

Military recruiters are a reg- 
ular sight on Northern Essex’s 
Haverhill campus. 

Either walking around, hang- 
ing out at the fitness center, or op- 
erating a booth at one of the many 
job or college fair. 

But as an institution of higher 
education, is this recruiter pres- 
ence antithetical to the mission of 
NECC, “to educate and inspire its 
students”? 

The goal of a recruiter is to 
portray a job in the armed forces 
as positively as possible and to 
convince a young person to join 
the branch they represent. 

This is not to say that joining 
the service is a negative decision, 
for many it can be extremely ben- 
eficial and life changing. 

However, the question remains 
should NECC allow people on its 
campus whose primary goal is to 
convince students to stop attend- 
ing school? 

NECC students have a range 
of feelings regarding the military 
presence. : 

Megan Levental is one of those 
students who sees the recruiters 
as interfering in the education of 
NECC’s students especially the 
young ones. 


on Campus 


pressed and over stressed when 
they are studying something that 
they are not generally interested 
in. 1 out of every 4 college stu- 
dents suffer from some form of 
mental illness, including depres- 
sion. 

44% of American college stu- 
dents report having symptoms of 
depression. 75% of college stu- 
dents do not seek help for mental 
health problems and suicide is the 
3rd leading cause of death among 
college students, according to 
healthline.com. 

With that being said, chang- 
ing your major is nothing to be 
ashamed of. 

If you have thought of chang- 
ing your major you can go to 
the guidance counselors here 
at Northern Essex. and they will 
help you look for the right major 

This topic is very important to 
me because I know what its like 
to stress yourself over a major 
that you do not want to pursue. 
To me, doing something you love 
is extremely important. 

Waiting until later on in life 
to realize you should have done 
something else is something that 
I don’t want to happen to me. 

If you do have a passion for 
something, follow it. There are 
well-paid people in every field 
and life is too short to pass up an 
opportunity to work at what you 
love. 


“T’ve been on campus for near- 
ly three years, and every semester 
I’ve seen military people walking 
around stopping students as they 
walk by, asking them if they’ve 
ever considered enlisting.” Lev- 
ental said. 

Levental went on to say, 
“young people are really impres- 
sionable, and they’ve made a 
good choice by choosing to pur- 
sue higher education and recruit- 
ers are trying to tell them that it 
wasn’t, and they have a better al- 
ternative. NECC shouldn’t allow 
people who are actively trying 
to get people to leave school, it 
doesn’t make sense.” 

Sarah Tavitian, a freshmen 
had a much more optimistic view 
of the recruiters. “They were all 
so nice at the event on the quad 
a few weeks ago. I even talked 
to one of them about joining the 
Army, something I’ve thought 
about before, and they told me 
why it might be a good oppor- 
tunity, The recruiter even gave 
me his number if I had any more 
questions.” 

When asked if she felt pres- 
sured, Tavitian said, “no, not at 
all, they weren’t trying to force 
me to do anything, they were just 
there to answer questions.” 

Mike Abate said he’s never 
really seen military recruiters on 
the campus before. When asked if 
he cared that they were here, he 
said “like I said, I’ve never seen 
them, so it doesn’t really bother 
me.” 
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The end of Internet freedom? 


Students talks about how the elimination 
of an important internet law could affect 


By YeEssicA GONZALEZ 


News Editer 


Photo by Yessica Gonzalez 


Chris Nigohosian Art 
major at NECC. 


Imagine your class is about 
to start in five minutes and you 
need to email your paper to 


your professor before class starts. 
Your syllabus says that students 
who come late for class will lose 
points in their papers due that 
day. You press the send button 
with your file attached. Unfortu- 
nately, instead of your file going 
straightway to your professor, up 
pops up the loading line stating 
that your information will be sent 
in ten minutes. 

This means you will lose 
points. You start to wonder why 
did high-speed internet get so ex- 
pensive? This is all because the 
government got rid of Net Neu- 
trality. 

Net Neutrality, as explained 
by the American Civil Liberties 
Union’s website, is a bill created 
during the Clinton and Obama 
era to help regulate the internet 
and prevent cable companies 
from erasing or delaying any in- 
formation presented online or 
from selling a person’s personal 
information in order to make a 
profit. 


REGISTER for 
SPRING CLASSES by 


However, without Net Neu- 
trality internet giants can now 
control a person’s personal data. 
For example, in 2007 AT&T cen- 
sored a song from a Pearl Jam 
Concert because their online 
sponsor deemed it inappropriate. 
Censoring this can be considered 
a freedom of speech violation 
because the words the band used 
were against President Bush still 
being in office. 

AT&T later offered an apol- 
ogy and blamed their sponsor. 
Furthermore, the end of Net Neu- 
trality means that companies will 
have the power to censor any- 
thing they or their sponsors deem 
wrong with their convictions or 
personal tastes. 

Why would the government 
want to get rid of Net Neutrality? 
Well, the FCC (Federal Commu- 
nications Commission) that over- 
sees “managing radio, TV, wire, 
satellite and cable,” in the U.S 
believes it’s a great move. The 
chairman Ajit Pai, who President 
Trump picked, and his board, be- 
lieves eliminating this bill will 
create a more open internet mar- 


November 28 


and Enter for a Chance to 


ket. They have confidences that it 
will be a great way to create more 
revenue. 

Yet, this far from the fact, be- 
cause telephone and cable com- 
panies are thinking of making a 
“two-tiered internet.” According 
to this excerpt from International 
Herald Tribune’s article Keep the 
Internet Neutral: 

“...cable and telephone com- 
panies are talking about creating 
a two-tiered Internet with a fast 
lane and a slow lane. Companies 
that pay hefty fees would have 
their Web pages delivered to In- 
ternet users in the current speedy 
fashion. Companies and individ- 
uals that do not would be relegat- 
ed to the slow lane.” 

This form of internet would 
create problems for smaller busi- 
ness trying to branch out or start- 
up and create social inequality 
for those that can or can’t afford 
internet speed. 

This could also affect students 
in a big way because with the end 
of Net Neutrality a lot of students 
could be negatively impacted. 
As one student Brenda Prado, a 


first year NECC college student 
majoring in Liberal Arts with a 
concentration in Journalism and 
Communication, explains, “...1 
feel like it brings up a lot of con- 
flict, especially for students that 
have a lot of homework---full 
time students.” 

She said she could see bene- 
fits for the public, though. “I feel 
like in a way it can be beneficial 
for us as a community because it 
does cut down on technology for 
sure.” 

Another student, Chris Nigo- 
hosian an Art major also agrees 
this will affect his studies: “Let’s 
say I am in a class and I can’t get 
into my power point in time and- 
-they have really slow internet 
speed. I would say that it would 
slow the entire class down due to 
all the work that is being pushed 
in.” 

But unlike Prado he believes 
Net Neutrality can have a nega- 
tive impact on the public, espe- 
cially with freedom of speech. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


WIN a FREE COURSE! 


REGISTER EARLY and have the first choice of classes, get the schedule 
that you want, and avoid long lines. Registration begins November 6. 


Meet with your assigned advisor to register. To find your advisor, log into MyNECC, click 
on “My Information,” and then select “Look up my Advisor.” 


Learn more at WWW.NneCcc.mass.edu/register-now. 


To win the free course voucher you must be in good academic standing and enrolled in a certificate or degree 
program. Voucher is good for a three-credit course and must be used for the spring 2018 semester. Two 


winners will receive a free course. 
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Getting to know your library 
Correspondent sits down with NECC librarian 


By Marissa CLIFFORD 


Correspondent 

Northern Essex students are 
lucky enough to have a library 
full of information and resoure- 
es to them. 

Following an __ interview 
with Reference Librarian Lau- 
ra Mondt , she shared with me 
the hours of operation for the 
libraries on each campus. 

In Lawrence, for example, 
Monday through Thursday they 
are open between 8 a.m. and 
8p.m. However, on Friday’s 
they are open between 8 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

The hours of the library in 
Haverhill are somewhat differ- 
ent. Monday through Thursday 
they operte from 8 a.m. to 9 
p-m. On Fridays, it is open be- 
tween 8 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 

Mondt explained that their 
most frequently asked ques- 
tions are on citation help, and 
how to cite n general. 

They do have many citation 
references for different writing 
styles, including an Associated 
Press Stylebook. 

Mont also said, “Our hardest 
types questions to answer are 


Midterm advice 


Students give their best 


advice on 
studying midterms 


By ALANA GONSALVES 
Correspondent 
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study a little bit every day.” 


those that are not yet digitized.” mer that has many outlets for word.” 


These types of questions 
Mondt explains requires them 
to have to look in the big file 
cabinet they have, to look up 
something about the college 
history, and hope they know 
what file that information is 
kept. 

Mont said, “Our busiest hour 
is between noon - 1 p.m.” 

However, Mondt concluded 
that the library’s busiest hours 
are between 10 p.m. and 2 p.m. 

Mondt says, “The evenings 
are a lot quieter.” She explains 
it’s especially quiet after all the 
night classes start. 

When asking about the 
books they carry, Mondt said, 
“We have a decent sized fiction 
section.” 

Mondt also explained that 
they now have a quiet room 
for students to study in, that re- 
quires no time reservations. 

Besides the study room, 
Mont also said, “The comput- 
er lab moved upstairs, the books 
moved downstairs, and it’s been 
this way for almost two years.” 

Also, Mondt explained they 
got a bar top in over the sum- 
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students to plug in laptops or 
chargers and work. 

Since the computers moved 
upstairs, and the computer staff 
is upstairs, they usually get 
asked more questoins. But they 
still have four computers down- 
stairs. 

Mondt explained that in their 
meetings they discuss recent 
updates, or updates they are 
planning to make soon, discuss 
changes in the questions asked, 
or other things they have no- 
ticed that changed. 

Mondt explained that if a lot 
of students come in, and say 
that there is a very out of date 
dictionary, or other important 
reference, they will make sure 
that the reference will be updat- 
ed promptly. 

Mondt further emphasized 
that nursing and health, are sub- 

jects that often need constant 
updating of references. 

Mondt stated “We don’t 
really get asked a lot anymore 
about addresses, phone num- 
bers, and spelling, although ev- 
ery once ina while there will he 


“] try to study- 
Repetition 
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Quinnipiac 


“I’ve been at Northern Es- 
sex for about two and a half 
years.” said Mondt. Mondt also 
explained that she’s worked in 
Lawrence, and at a library in II- 
linois for about three and a half 
years. 

Mondt said, “I got my de- 
gree at the University of Illinios 
at Urbana Champaign.” 

Mondt also explained that 
she considered being an archi- 
vist, meaning a concentration in 
archives, like public records of 
history. 

Mondt explained that the 
most difficult part of her job is 
that there are so many different 
things to do, such as answering 
different questions, having to 
know where multiple places are 
etc. 

Mondt explained as well that 
her favorite part of her job is 
interacting with students, and 
participating in activities. 

Mont also explained that her 
favorite book genre is fiction. 
She also explained that one 


of her favorite authors is Ruth 
See get 


UNIVERSITY 


Hamden, Connecticut 


Arts and Sciences 
Business | Communications 
Education Engineering 
Healeh Sciences | Law 
Medicine / Nursing 
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Correction: In an 
article in the Oct. 18, 
issue of the NECC 
Observer, the organi- 
zation that presented 
an active bystander 
training was misiden- 
tified. 

The forum was facil- 
itated by the YWCA 
Northeastern Massa- 

chusetts 


This paper is your 
voice, too! 
You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


observer@necc. _ 
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Join us at an Open House: 
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Explore your potential at qu.edu 
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NECC student 
raises $7000 for 
cancer patients in the 


Merrimack Valley 


By Sarah DEsIDERIO 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

After having a random idea on 
the way home from an oncology 
appointment last April, a student 
at NECC, has now raised over 
$10,000 for cancer patients like 
herself, in the Merrimack Valley. 
While talking about the event, 
and why she started it Priscil- 
la Westaway says, “Cancer will 
never be out of my body, so I 
might as well do something with 
it, and at the same time give back, 
so that’s what I did.” 

Westaway goes on to say, 
“This event was so important to 
me because I want people to be 
cared for in the manner that peo- 
ple should be cared for.” 

She says it’s important to take 
care of the whole person. 

“My belief is that people think 
that it’s the cancer or the chemo 
or the drugs that kills you, it’s 
not. It’s the stresses in your life 
of everyday ... so my hope is that 
this money will go to help every- 
one who needs it, to make their 
life just a little bit less stressful,” 
she said. 

Without a doubt Westaway’s 
event was a success in every way 


Priscilla Westaway, on left, posing with a raffle prize 


winner. 

possible. “My biggest worry was 
that after I put it all together for 
the last 3 weeks before it, was 
how do I know they’ll come, 
how do I know they’ll show up, 
I just need them to come. Then 
when Ernie Greenslade came to 
the event twice and on the sec- 
ond time she came she came up 
to me and said, ‘Priscilla, | want 
you to know that you missed your 
calling’, and I said, “What do you 
mean’, and she said, “For some- 
body who has never put an event 
together, you’ve done a great 
job, even right down to the text 


Dr. Corrine Zarwan posing with her family after speaking 


at the gala. 


Artwork created by Naomi Vargas 


messages in your slideshow, no- 
body would have thought of that, 
right down to the smallest detail.” 
Looking back on her fear it seems 
a little funny that it was even a fear 
to begin with. When she set out in 
April she didn’t want to really set 
a goal of how much money she 
would raise, but it’s kind of hard 
not to, so she chose $10,000 and 
Lahey Clinic of Pexboay Risser 
a check for $7,000. 

With all of that being said, 
Westaway already has NECC 
booked to be the host of her sec- 
ond annual, Photo for a Cause 
gala, which will take place on 
Oct. 18 and 19, 2018 under the 
new name of her nonprofit or- 
ganization called, Believe Any- 
thing and Everything is Possible, 
whose mission is, “to help any 
family in need going through 
cancer treatment.” 

Westaway would like to give 
a special thanks to Ellen Davis 
and Ernie Greenslade for a lot of 
the event public relations, Allison 
Gagne for helping coordinate the 
event in the Tech Center, Steph- 
anie Wares for connecting her 
with people to organize the event, 
Chery! Wilson for helping orga- 
nize the event and her help during 
the event, Michael Penton for re- 
cruiting students that wanted to 
help her create the website, Sari 
Eaton, Luis Ramos, and Kyle 
Dermers for donating their time 


Carole Williams holding her photo that was in the gala. 


and effort to a beautiful website, 
Erin Gallant for the cause’s first 
main logo, Naomi Vargas for the 
cause’s second logo which can be 
found on the Facebook page. 
Westaway would like to give 
a special thanks to Dr. Corrine 
Zarwan for her countless hours 
and dedication to her and the 
health of everyone who is her 
patient. When Zarwan was asked 
why she chose to get into oncolo- 
gy she said that she really wanted 
to get into something in the med- 
ical field where there was a per- 
sonal relationship to be formed, 
“being a family physician you see 
a patient once a year and that’s it, 


Logo created by Erin Gallant. 


ausea success! 


ee 


s 


whereas being an oncologist you 
see them much more and you get 
to develop that personal relation- 
ship which is something that I re- 
ally enjoy,” she said. 

The last but certainly one of 
the most important thank yous 
goes to Biff Ward, Westaway 
says, without his support and en- 
couragement from day one, this 
event would not have been nearly 
as successful as it was. Westaway 
adds, “I'd like to personally thank 
NECC for having the faith that 
this could be successful and saw 
what I saw.” 

All photos taken by Sarah 

Desiderio, unless noted. 


Photo in the gala taken by Y Leon Ortiz, which can be 
found in the library. 
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Two Northern Essex alumnae earn HC Media scholarships 


Two NECC journalism in the sixth grade. 


grads are honored 


By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom 

For the sixth consecutive year, 
HC Media has donated to North- 
ern Essex Community College 
allowing two NECC alumnae, 
Genevieve Scherer of Windham, 
NH, and Mercedez McManus of 
Salem, NH, of NECC’s journal- 
ism/communication program, to 
each receive a $5,000 HC Media 
Scholarship to be used over two 
years. 

“We’ve had a really wonder- 
ful collaboration with Northern 
Essex for many years, and we’re 
thrilled to again offer this schol- 
arship which will help local resi- 
dents pursue their dreams,” says 
Darlene Beal, executive director 
of HC Media, who is herself a 
graduate of NECC and sits on the 
NECC Alumni Board. 

Scherer, who is attending the 
University of Massachusetts Am- 
herst has wanted to study jour- 
nalism/communications since 
she began making home movies 


¢ Are you interested in working 


‘From the moment I began 
editing, I knew I wanted to have 
a career in film production,” she 
said. “Through attending NECC, 
I have been able to receive per- 
sonalized mentoring from many 
great professors. The school has 
largely impacted my confidence 
by providing me with oppor- 
tunities such as writing for the 
“Observer”, and interning at HC 
Media.” 

“Genevieve is one of our most 
accomplished students in the 
Liberal Arts: Journalism/Com- 
munication Program, and she is 
an excellent representative of the 
college in many ways,” wrote 
Amy Callahan, a professor in the 
NECC English Department and 
coordinator of the Liberal Arts: 
Journalism/Communication Pro- 
gram. 

In addition to writing for the 
“Observer,” NECC student news- 
paper, Scherer contributed to the 
cable show “NECC Today”. 

McManus came to NECC af- 
ter graduating from high school 
with the intent of studying jour- 
nalism. After one semester she 
decided on a broader concentra- 


tion of communication. 

“This major is a perfect fit 
for me as I adore writing, media, 
current events, advertising, and 
of course, communicating,” she 
wrote. 

She is now studying commu- 
nications at Boston University. 

While at NECC she was in- 
volved in the Commonwealth 
Honors Scholar Program and 
Student Leadership Develop- 
ment Program, produced and ed- 
ited segments of “NECC Today” 
and wrote for the “Observer”. 
She was also a member of the 
NECC chapter of the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society, which is 
an international honor society of 
two-year colleges and academic 
programs. 

“She is a strong writer, an 
impressive public speaker, and 
an effective collaborator,” wrote 
Callahan in nominating her for 
the scholarship. “Most memo- 
rably, she pursued an Honors 
Project last semester in my Intro 
to Mass Communication class. 
Her research presentation on the 
correlation between Internet use 
and depression was polished and 
compelling.” 


Photo by NECC adminastration 


McManus (left) and Scherer (right) pose for headshot. 


“Establishing a scholarship is 
a very effective way of giving 
back to the community since the 
great majority of our students are 
from the Merrimack Valley,” said 
Jean Poth, vice president of insti- 
tutional advancement at Northern 
Essex. “Our students are deeply 
appreciative of HC Media and of 
our other generous donors.” 

To establish a permanent en- 


dowed scholarship, donors must 
make a minimum pledge of 
$10,000. For more information, 
contact Poth at 978 556-3624 or 
jpoth@necc.mass.edu. 

For additional information 
contact Lindsay Graham, director 
of NECC’s director of scholar- 
ships, alumni & community rela- 
tions at lgraham@necc.mass.edu. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED 


Start in January and in just 24 months you can graduate with your 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. The program is designed for students 
with an associate’s degree or its equivalent (61-64 credits). 


with children and families in 


crisis? 


¢ Working with kids in schools? 


¢ Advocating for children in the 


court system? 


¢ Counseling young adults, 


elderly or those facing 


addiction? 


¢ Pursuing a career in 


Highlights of the Bachelor of Arts in Psychology: 


Tuition includes textbooks and meals 


Mix of evening traditional, online and hybrid formats 


Scholarships for qualified students 


Internship/work opportunities to help build your resume 


www.merrimack.edu/psychdegree 


-~ Human Resources, Business or | 


: Marketing? 


professionalstudies@merrimack.edu 
978-837-3563 


Contact us today - we’ll help you every step of the way. 


MERRIMACK COLLEGE 
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Celli’s skills were further 
fine-tuned when she was 13 and 
her mother hired a 26 year-old- 
babysitter who could sew and 
taught her about patterns. As a 
young adult she attended New 
York’s Fashion Institute of Tech- 
nology and apprenticed in mul- 
tiple European countries. Celli 
first captured the attention of the 
gypsy community when Neiman 
Marcus picked her up to do a chil- 
dren’s line. 

“Neiman Marcus picked me 
up and asked me if I would do a 
small kid’s — boys line for them 
and I said ‘Well, can I do some 
girls too?’ and they said yeah, and 
well gypsies love designer things 
and they went into Neiman’s and 
they stole my number out of the 
rolodex. Way back when. And 
in those days Neiman’s would 
run ads in Vogue...so the gypsies 
loved Neiman’s, stole my number, 
and I was getting all these calls.” 

At first, the gypsies would lie 
to Celli and give the name of a 
boutique as the delivery location. 
But, after noticing that a lot of 
these boutiques were on the same 
street, Celli decided to investigate 
and called a mentor in Chicago. 
“And I called this mentor of mine 
in Chicago because some gypsies 
were calling from Chicago and | 
said, ‘Where is this place?’ and 
she said ‘Honey, you're shipping 
to a trailer park.*” Suddenly it 
made sense why all the “stores” 
were on the same street. “And 
I ended up with gypsies. And | 
never knew they existed and now 
I’ve got thousands of them.” 

Little did Celli know that her 
vast gypsy clientele would lead 
to her designs being showcased 
on network television. The show, 
“My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding”, 
originated in London.  Celli’s 
friends, who were among the few 
that knew she made dresses for 
gypsies, encouraged her to watch 
it. The show was so success- 
ful that the producers decided to 
move it to the U.S. and needed a 
designer. The show contacted the 
gypsy community through Face- 
book and they in turned provided 
Celli’s cell phone number. 

“IT get this phone call from 
London, and | thought this was 
the craziest thing, and they sent a 


Featur 
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Bling story continued from page one 
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And I ended up with gypsies. And I never 
knew they existed and now I’ve got thou- 
sands of them. 


- Sondra Celli 


Photo by Emily Zinsmeister 


Q&A with Jean Poth and Sondra Celli 


I thought we were going to make four or 
five dresses and be done. Now we’re in 93 
countries, we’re going on season 6 in Jan- 
uary, and they’re talking about season 7 so, 


who knew?” 


- Sondra Celli 


PO els a eae toe 


film crew in for four or five hours 
and asked me everything I knew 
about gypsy funeral, gypsy wed- 
dings, gypsy birthday parties. | 
knew everything about them, and, 
they were floored. And they said 
you got the job. I thought we were 
going to make four or five dress- 
es and be done. Now we’re in 93 
countries, we’re going on season 
6 in January, and they’re talking 
about season 7 so, who knew?” 

A typical gypsy wedding dress 
weighs around 70 pounds and can 
cost upwards of $20,000. The 
dress is comprised of multiple 


Photo by Emily Zinsmeister 
Custom shoes exclusively for Patriots cheerleaders 


skirts and petticoat layers. One of 
the skirts is weighted to prevent 
the dress from flying up in the 
wind. Though the dress is heavy, 
the weight is evenly distributed 
so, according to Celli, it’s not as 
hard as you might think to move 
around in. Underneath the skirt, 
within the many layers of often 
brightly-colored tulle are stra- 
tegically built in tubes and bars 
that keep the skirt positioned at a 
perfectly full capacity. Celli had 
to enlist the help of her contrac- 
tor father to get this part right on 
her first gypsy dress. As for the 


 £ facebook.com/neccobserver 


crystals used on her designs? Al- 
ways Swarovski because it “has 
the most facets and it really hits 
the light and goes.” 

Constructing and blinging out 
the elaborate dresses are only half 
the battle. The hard part comes 
when it’s time to transport the 
dress. Celli now constructs the 
dresses in four separate pieces 
that are shipped in four individu- 
al containers, but she had to learn 


the hard way what works and what 
doesnt work. “The firsr dress she 


made for TLC’s hit show, “My 
Big Fat Gypsy Wedding,” was a 
design that she made in one piece 
and couldn’t get out of the room. 
“So, I had to call TLC and 
said, ‘I don’t know what I’m go- 
ing to do because | can’t ship this 
dress,’ and they said ‘well, we’re 
going to have to truck it and the 
truck was $1,800...they got 5 
people to squish it and shove it 
through the door with sheets over 
it, and after that I learned.” 
Today, Waltham-based compa- 
ny, Sondra Celli Designs is boom- 
ing. Gypsies aren’t the only ones 
keeping Celli busy. Her designs 
also drew the eye of the New En- 
gland Patriots Cheerleaders and 
she is now going on her third 
season as their official uniform 
designer. It’s not uncommon for 
Celli to put in 80 or more hours 
a week at work, yet as she thrives 
on the bustling schedule, she is 


: ’ Photo by Emily Zinsmeister 
The audience views Cellucci’s signature creations. 


Photo by Emil Zinsmeister 
Celli’s work with the Patriots Cheeleaders is displayed 


still able to stay grounded. Celli’s 
favorite store is the Dollar Store 
with Target as a close second be- 
cause its one-stop shopping is a 
perfect fit for her busy lifestyle. 

“It’s stressful but you know 
you look around the world and 
you see soldiers sleeping in fox 
holes and you see people with no 
food and no money and no homes, 
you know what I mean, this is just 
a material crazy life and I put 
that into perspective every single 
day." 

Celli’s creativity, work ethic, 
and innovation in the fashion in- 
dustry is indeed reflective of her 
mother, Yolanda, who unfortu- 
nately was unable to attend last 
Wednesday’s event. Cellucci is 
still active in the fashion business 
and remains a local pillar of the 
community. Her style was put on 
display as many of her past outfits 
were modeled. Even the center- 


pieces on the table were inspired 
by Yolanda Cellucci’s signature 
style and were comprised of flow- | 
ers and white feathers. All pro- 
ceeds from the event benefitted 
the Women of NECC Scholarship 
Fund. 


Cellucci is modeled 


Photo by Emily Zinsmeiste@ 


A party dress worn by Yolanda | 
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Halloween happenings: 


Where did 
Halloween come 


from? 
By Jutta LAaw.iss 
Correspondent 

Second in popularity to Christ- 
mas, Halloween and every asso- 
ciated custom and traditions that 
make it so well-known has been 
the eye of fascination worldwide 
for years. 

Every party shop, Walmart, 
and nearby pharmacy or can- 
dy store are crowded with cus- 
tomers. All are looking for two 
things: The perfect costume and 
the perfect batch of candy to 
snack on — or, as tradition goes, 
to hand out to the trick-or-treaters 
that approach their front step. 

I, for one, love Halloween. It 
is a day where anybody can dress 
up as somebody else, or even an 
inanimate object or a humorous 
pun. 

Plus, it is a great excuse to use 
this day cheat on your diet with- 
out feeling ashamed. Scary mov- 
ies to the decorations; it’s a blast! 

However, is everything that is 
put into celebrating the holiday of 
Halloween truly worth the effort 
and/or the splurge? 


Recruitment week 


Prospective employers were on campus to 


The history of Halloween ori- 
entates nearly 1,000 years ago in 
Europe with a group of people 
known as the Celtics. 

In the area we know now as 
Ireland, the United Kingdom and 
northern France, the Celts reso- 
nated. 

As pagan people, the Celts 
were quite superstitious, and their 
lives depended on rich harvest of 
crops. They believed the New 
Year began the morning of No- 
vember Ist, since the day marked 
the end of summer and the be- 
ginning of the harvest season. It 
also was the great approach of the 
cold, darkened months of winter 
— a time of year that was often 
associated with death (History 
Channel.com, 2009). 

Thus, on October 31st, the 
Celts believed this was to be 
when the souls of the deceased 
were free from the chains of death 
and allowed to visit the living. 

They celebrated in costumes 
with handmade masks, and with 
bonfires, which were thought to 
be as cleansing to the soul, where 
animal sacrifices to their deities 
were thrown, in the festival of 
Samhain (History Channel.com, 
2009). 

Centuries later, on May 13, 


meet with students 


IVIore 
the history 


609 A.D., Pope Boniface IV ded- 
icated the Pantheon in Rome to 
honor all Christian martyrs. 

From there, the Catholic feast 
of All Martyrs Day was estab- 
lished as well. When Pope Greg- 
ory Ill took over however, he 
moved the honorary festival to 
include all saints as well as mar- 
tyrs from May 13th to November 
Ist and referred to as All Saints 
Day (or All Hallows). 

Soon afterward, October 31st 
became All Hallows Eve and, 
overtime, its name was changed 
to the renowned “Halloween”. 

And, like the beliefs of the 
Celts, Europeans thought spirits 
of the dead would come visiting 
once a year — that day being Hal- 
loween. 

Costumes were, again, worn 
with a protective purpose in 
mind. People would ‘dress as 
ghosts or another evil creature in 
the hope to ward off evil spirits 
that could join the festivities and 
harm the living. 

As the years went on, the tra- 
ditions of Halloween evolved 
greatly. 

More so, in fact, when it ar- 
rived in America with immigrat- 
ing Europeans. 

It wasn’t until the second half 


of the 19th century though, when 
America began to become more 
and more populated with immi- 
grants, when Halloween really 
became popularized nationally. 

Stories of the dead would be 
shared; there would be much 
singing and dancing, along with 
a bunch of mischief-making — 
hence, the name “trick” in the 
holiday’s famous slogan, “trick 
or treat”. 

Another well-known tradition 
that was brought over here to 
America was the Jack ‘o lantern. 

Instead of carving pumpkins, 
Europeans used turnips. This 
tradition soon faded away once 
pumpkins became more acces- 
sible and, of course, much more 
edible. 

The dressing up aspect has 
transformed over the years, espe- 
cially in comparison to what the 
Celtic people and the Europeans 
would wear at their festivals and 
parties. 

At a younger age, picking 
our costumes was the best part 
of Halloween. The love grew as 
we entered public school and we 
had Halloween themed dances 
and attend costume parties at our 
friends’ houses or dorm rooms. 

Years ago, when our parents 


and our professors were young, 
their costumes were simple and 
easy do-it-yourself. 

An example: a “Charlie 
Brown” ghost, made from a bed 
sheet with cut-out holes for eyes. 

Now, we tend to spend mounds 
of money on an authentic costum, 
or a girl, with the desire to em- 
brace her inner Marilyn Monroe 
or Kylie Jenner. 

“The whole idea of being 
able to express yourself, going 
undercover as your alter ego, so- 
to-speak, for an evening is real- 
ly exciting.” Sarah Desiderio, 
a Journalism major, said on the 
topic. 

“Halloween has grown to be 
quite different from the time I 
was little, as in: more parties and 
there’s a more of an independent 
choice as an adult of choosing a 
costume. But the magic of it all, 
that doesn’t really go away for 
anyone who is a fan of the holi- 
day. No matter if you’re 6 or in 
your 20’s! That’s the real beauty 
of it all,” Desiderio continued. 

Another student, Matthew 
Hewett, a Liberal Arts major, 
agreed when asking about if Hal- 
loween and its traditions were 
still worthwhile. “Very much so,” 
he expressed. 


FINISH WHAT 


By ALex CARVOTTA 
Correspondent 


One thing every student has in com- 
mon is the stress of finding a job after 
graduating from college. 

Schools often have job fairs and net- 
working opportunities available to up- 
coming graduates. That can leave stu- 
dents with a heightened sense of anxiety 
for they feel the walls may be closing in 
around them. 

Certain students may even be seeking 
placement while still in school to get a 
feel for the field that they are interested 
in which is always highly recommended. 

With all of that in mind NECC hosted 
a recruitment week for students Monday 
October 23 through Thursday October 26. 

Students had the opportunity to meet 
with several employers and businesses. 
Stations were arranged through out the 
school, mainly the Spurk building, pro- 
moting these business. 

Some of the institutions that were gra- 

_ cious enough to come to NECC includ- 
ed, Vector Marketing, Verizon Wireless, 
Renewal by Anderson, Walgreens Phar- 
macy, The United States Marine Corps, 
Sherwin Williams, Career Centers NH, 
and Vinfen. 

Although these companies were seek- 
ing students in particular fields don’t let 
that dissuade you from contacting the 
NECC career center. 

The center is located on the Haverhill 
campus, Spurk building room c209. They 


offer career exploration, internship pro- 
grams, networking opportunities, resume 
assistance and more. 

Regardless of a students major the 
center will work with them to find a job 
placement that suits them. 

NECC and UML alumni Jimmy 
Champa is the head regional field recruit- 
er for Walgreens. Jimmy Graduated from 
NECC in 2005 as a psychology major and 
graduated in 2007 from UML with a de- 
gree in accounting. 

Jimmy made students aware of the 
possibility’s that Walgreens has to offer. 
Positions including customer service, 
shift leaders, beauty consultants, photo 
specialist and pharmacy technicians even 
assistant store managers . Walgreens has 
multiple local locations such as Haver- 
hill, Lawrence, Methuen, Lowell and 
much more. Thus making it easy for stu- 
dents to reach those locations who live in 
neighboring communities. 

Nursing student Danielle Gilbert here 
at NECC stated that she would be filing 
an application in hopes of getting some 
hands on experience with patients as a 
possible pharmacy tech. 

Danielle said it would be a great learn- 
ing experience and give her some insight 
into the medical world. 

Students can get real world hands on 
experience and knowledge in their par- 
ticular field of study. This is a priceless 
resource and one that should be utilized 
and not taken for granted. 


YOU STARTED! 


Transfer Discovery Day 
Information Session Dates 


Monday, November 6, 8:00 am-2:30 pm 
Sunday, December 10, 10:30 am-3:00 pm 


Find out more! 


Contact us at: 
800.782.7284 


transfer@baypath.edu 


588 Longmeadow Street 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 
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Santa-Waldron, Mullins Compete at NJCAA 
Cross Country National Championship 


By NECC NEWSROOM 


The Northern Essex Com- 
munity College cross country 
programs had two individuals 
compete at the NJCAA National 
Championships. Sophomore Ru- 
ben Santa-Waldron (Haverhill, 
MA) and -freshman Olivia Mul- 
lins (Plaistow, NH) of the men’s 
and women’s cross country teams 
will compete as individuals at the 
upcoming championship. 

Santa-Waldron finished at the 
112 spot out of 203 runners with 
a time of 30:54.7. While Mullins 
finished in the 52 spot out of 135 
runners with a time of 22:26.2. 

A few weeks prior, at the 
Junior College Northeast In- 
vitational hosted by the Com- 
munity College of Rhode both 
Santa-Waldron and Mullins fin- 
ished among the top 8 individuals 
in their respective races. 


Santa-Waldron completed 
the hilly 8,000 meter men’s 
race in 8th place with a time 

of 30:36. On the women’s side 
Mullins finished 4th with a time 
of 22:10 over the 5,000 meter 
course. 

“Santa - Waldron and Mullins 
both have been competitive and 
consistent times in their races 
throughout the season. They have 
been consistent in their weekly 
training and have worked hard to 
get to this point. It is a first time 
experience for both of them. I 
know they will both hold their 
own on the national level. They 
know what they need to do to 
have a good race mentally and 
physically” said head coach Su- 
zanne Dunn. 

The National Championship 
races was held at Stanley Park 
in Westfield, MA and hosted by 
Holyoke Community College 


on Saturday November 4th. The 
Stanley Park course is familiar 
to both of the Knights runners 
as they competed their earlier in 
the season on October 7th at the 
James Early Invitational. 

On the Stanley Park course 


Santa-Waldron posted a time of [ 


29:26, while Mullins completed 
the women’s race in a time of 
21:45. Both times run at Stanley 
Park earlier in the season are just 
off of season personal bests both 
runners clocked this season at the 
UMass-Dartmouth Invitational. 
Northern Essex Community 
College competes as a member 
of the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
and sponsors eight varsity inter- 
collegiate sports including base- 
ball, men’s basketball, softball, 
women’s volleyball, men’s and 
women’s cross country and men’s 
and women’s track and field. For 


Volleyball’s postseason 
Knights volleyball is trending upwards despite loss 


By NECC NEWSROOM 


The Northern Essex Com- 
munity College volleyball team 
represented Region XXI in the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) Region- 
al Tournament at Bucks County 
Community College in New- 
town, PA on Saturday October 
21. 

The no. 5 seeded Northern 
Essex Knights played the no. 


4 seeded Bergen (NJ) Com- 
munity College Bulldogs at 


10:00 a.m. in the regional play- 
in game. 
The Knights unfortunnatly 


lost their match in an 3-0 series 
loss. 

The winner of that match 
would advance to play in a 
12:00pm contest against the top 
seed, Northampton (PA) Com- 
munity College. The regional 
championship match is sched- 


uled to be played at 4:00p.m. 
Saturday. All games were web- 
casted through the Bucks Coun- 
ty Community College website. 

The Knights and Bulldogs 
didn’t met this season however, 
they did have two common op- 
ponents: Community College 
of Rhode Island and Communi- 
ty College of Morris, both with 
similar results. The Knights fell 
to CCRI 3-0 on September 16th 
and were victorious over Morris 


Photo by Athletic Adminastration 


Amiss spikes the ball into a Bulldogs opponent for the point. 
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Ruben Santa-Waldron (left) and Olivia Mullins running in 


their respective races. 

more information on Northern Es- 
sex Community College Athletics 
please visit the official website of 


run ends 


by a 3-1 score on October 7th. 
Bergen also fell to CCRI by a 
similar 3-0 score on August 26th 
and beat Morris 3-0 on Septem- 
ber 21st. 

“We are excited to advance 
into regionals and fought hard all 
season to earn our sport. We plan 
to enter with some heat and look 
forward to a great tournament” 
said head coach Monica Reum. 

Sadly that wasn’t the case for 
the ladies this year, however the 


Northern Essex Athletics (http:// 


athletics.necc.mass.edu). 


early 


program is improving each year. 

Leading the Knights defen- 
sive effort into the tournament 
are sophomore libero and cap- 
tain Brittany Birolini (Dracut, 
MA) who has 101 digs over the 
teams 14 matches. Offensive- 
ly freshman Amanda Forgetta 
(Mallabar, FL) has 103 kills and 
freshman Alison Spampinato 
(Salem, NH) has 29 service aces. 

The winner of the Region 
XIX tournament advanced to 


Photo by Athletic Adminastration 
Birolini and Forgetta both await the incoming serve. 
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Knights Basketball looks to rectify last season 


The Knights kick start their 
season over the weekend. 


By TRAVIS BARRETT 


Community College 97-91 in the 
finals. 
Emir Alagoz led the team in 
scoring with 26 points on 10- 


Co-Editor-in-chief/ Sports Editor 16 shooting. Despite the loss 


The Knights basketball team 
started the season with a win 
this past weekend against NHTI 
Edward Jones Tap-Off Classic 
Tournament in Concord, N.H on 
Friday Nov. 3. 

The Knights won in overtime 
109-107 match-up against the 
host NHTI Lynk. Adam Gold- 


| stein contributed a double-double 


leading the team in scoring with 
28 and grabbing 11 rebounds. 
Goldstein shot over 60% in the 
affair. 

The Knights dropped their 
next game against Massbay 


NECC schedule 
| 


107 


Nov. 


| Nov. 
| 


7 -- Ven Franklin, 6 p.m. 


the Knights have a multitude of 

different scorers on their team 
that could go off any given night. 
That’s what makes this team so 
dangerous this year, they have 
plenty speed and guys who can 
shoot the ball. 

“J don’t expect to have a con- 
sistent 20-point scorer, but I have 
three or four guys who could av- 
erage 14-15 points,” said Tardif. 
“And every guy on the squad can 
shoot the three, which I like.” 

“T like this squad,” said head 
coach Joe Tardif. “We’ve got 
more quickness and better shoot- 
ers and we have kids who want 


I don’t expect to have a consistent 20-point 
scorer, but I have three or four guys who 


could average 14-15 points. 
- Joe Tardiff 


—— 
Results 


Nov. 3-4 — at NHTI tournament W 109- 


11 -- Massasoit, 1 p.m. 

16 -- at Bunker Hill, 6 p.m. 
18 -- at Gateway, 1 p.m. 
Nov. 21 -- at Roxbury, 6 p.m. 
Nov. 28 -- Mass Bay CC, 6 p.m. 


Nov. 30 -- at Holyoke, 7:30 p.m. 


Dec. 2 -- Springfield Tech, 1 p.m. 


Dec. 5 -- Quinsigamond, 6 p.m. 


Dec. 7 -- at Bristol CC, 7 p.m. 


Dec. 9 -- UConn-Avery Point, 1 p.m. 


LE. 91-97 


to play.” From just watching the 
team practice you can see every- 
one on the team is high energy 
this season compared to last sea- 
son. After last 4-19 season the 
Knights showed a lack of energy 
and effort across the board and 
Tardiff would agree. 

“What I don’t want to repeat 
is the lack of commitment, the 
excuses, the academic problems, 
all the uncertainty,” said Tardif. 
“Tt just wasn’t fun.” Watching 
the games wasn’t fun either, it 
seemed like no one wanted to 
be there and every week there 
wasn’t any competition. 

All those negatives created a 
losing culture that Tardiff isn’t 
trying to continue. With eight 
new faces on the squad the team 
seems to be re-loaded and ready 
to go. They have a 10-man squad, 
which is smaller than normal, but 
Tardiff believes there should be 
turnaround in the 2017-2018 sea- 
son. 

The two returning members 
of the Knights are Goldstein and 


What I don’t want to repeat is the lack of 
commitment, the excuses, the academic 


problems, all the uncertainty. 
- Joe Tardiff 


Eddie Cardona. Cardona aver- 
aged 16.9 points as a freshman 
while the 6-foot-4 Goldstein 
came in at 12.8 and also averaged 
8.4 rebounds. 

Those joining the team will 
be Dracut’s 6-4 DJ Greenlaugh, 
who hasn’t played competitive- 
ly in a couple of years but Tar- 
dif is extremely high on. Alexis 
Greenhalgh, a shooting guard 
who played for Greater Lawrence 
three years ago. 

Also like’, to start is 6-2 point 
guard Emir Alagoz, one of two 
players on the squad from Istan- 
bul, Turkey. The other is Guney 
Kilitcioglu, who can play several 
positions. 


2017-2018 Mens basketball roster 


No. Name os. (Gh Ht. Hometown 
1 AlexisEstrella G/F FR 6 

2 Kyle Scott G Boe oie 

3. Eddie Cardona G SOR EO 

4  DJGreenhalgh F/G FR 65” 

5 Emir Alagoz G FRY 62° 

11 Trey Sanford FIG? FRB: Salem, NH 
12 Kyle Martin HG) -EFR 6:3" 

20 Adam Goldstein F/G SO 64” 

22 Robert Quinlan F/G FR 64” 

44 Guney Kilitciogl&u G/F FR 63” 


There is no one on this years 
squad who seems to be a true cen- 
ter, which is okay for Tardiff. He 
wants guys who can handle the 
ball and shoot well. Speed is an 
intregral part of their offense, so 
it will be intresting to see how the 
Knights handle rebounding the 
ball. Last season it seemed that 
they couldn’t get a rebound and 
now with smaller size it will be 
intriguing to see how they battle 
and fight for rebounds. 

“Rebounding and defending 
the big man are the keys for us,” 
said Tardif. “We need our guards 
and everyone on the team to re- 
bound if we are to be successful.” 


Photo by Athletic Adminastration 
Eddie Cardona flys through the defenders on his way for the easy two. 


High School 


Lawrence, MA Greater Lawrence 
Dracut, MA Dracut 
Haverhill, MA Haverhill 
Dracut, MA Dracut 


Istanbul, Turkey Edison Academics 


Salem 


Amesbury, MA Amesbury 
North Reading, MA North Reading 
North Andover, MA North Andover 


Istanbul, Turkey The Koc School 
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CANNON 
CHUNG 
DEFENSE 
EDELMAN 
FIELDGOAL 


FLOWERS 
FOOTBALL 
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Stranger things.. nothing better 


Netfix does it again 
with one of their 


original series 
By Barey Torriss! 
Co Editor-in-Chief 

As I am sure many of you 
know, Netflix has come out with 
multiple original series. From Or- 
ange is the New Black, House of 
Cards, and many more, but one 
stands out in particular. 

Stranger Things came out last 
July, and the hype hasn’t gone 
down since it was released. 

Season two was recently re- 
leased on Friday, October 27. 

Created by Matt and Ross 
Duffer, this series has been raved 
about since its release. 

The social media world has 
been going crazy over this sea- 
sons drama, and traumatic scenes 
and story lines. Stranger Thing’s 
costumes stormed Halloween 
stores this year, and meme’s have 
taken over the internet. 

Season one ended with a cliff 
hanger (which I won’t ruin for 
anyone), but if you like a really 
good thriller, sci-fi show, Strang- 
er Things is the place to go. 

For a lot of the actors and ac- 
tresses, besides Winona Ryder of 
course, this is their first big act- 
ing roll. For all of the kids, Millie 
Bobby Brown, Gaten Matarazzo, 
Finn Wolfhard, Noah Schnapp, 


and Caleb McLaughlin, this is 
their big break. 

This series is about a boy, Will 
Byers, who goes missing. No one 
knows what happened to him or 
where he could’ve possibly gone, 
but at first everyone treats this 
case as a runaway 

Will’s mother, Joyce, played 
by Winona Ryder, and brother 
Jonatha, played by Charlie Hea- 
ton, both know this isn’t the case. 
Them, and Wills’ group of best 
friends, Mike, Dustin, and Lucas, 
know they have to look into what 
happened to Will. 

With their background in 
Dungeons and Dragons, they 
know something from another 
dimension is brewing. The Chief, 
played by David Harbour, starts 
to see that they aren’t making 
things up. 

While all this is happening, a 
mysterious little girl who calls 
herself ‘Eleven’ appears out of 
no where. With mental powers, 
Eleven is a huge asset to the boys 
when looking for their friend 
Will. 

Mike’s sister also comes into 
the scenario when her friend, 
Barb, dissapears after a night 
out with some friends. Although 
it’s staged as a run away, every- 
one involved knows this isn’t the 
case. 

All of this is going on, while 
a dangerous, mysterious lab is 
found in the town. After looking 


more into it, Cheif Hopper knows 
something about this place just 
isn’t adding up. 

Now I won’t go into any more 
details, but watch for yourself to 
find out whether or not they find 
Barb or Will, what is happening 
in the suspicous lab, and is Joyce 
really crazy for thinking Will is in 
the lights? 

Since it was released a year 
ago, Stranger Things has been 
nominted for 78 awards, winning 
21 of them. 

It was also nominated for two 
Golden Globes for Nominated 

Golden Globe Best Television 
Series - Drama and Best Perfor- 
mance by an Actress in a Televi- 
sion Series - Drama for Winona 
Ryder. 

Among some of the series 
wins were Prime Time Emmy’s, 
Screen Actor’s Guild Award for 
the cast, Saturn Awards, Acade- 
my of Science Fiction, Fantasy & 
Horror Films, AFI, Golden Derby 
award, and many more. 

I am very picky when it comes 
to TV shows, but Stranger Things 
might just be my favorite series to 
date. It’s very catchy, to the point 
where I binge watched the entire 
first season in one day. 

I highly recommend this series 
to anyone, even if you don’t like 
sci-fi it’s an amazing show with a 
great story line and great mystery 
to solve. 
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